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VICTIM NOTIFICATION REGISTER 
Statement by Minister for Corrective Services 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen — Minister for Corrective Services) [2.19 pm]: I rise to report that the 
government has undertaken an important consolidation of the Victim Notification Register. The recent release of 
a convicted murderer who committed his crimes 24 years ago caused added distress to the victim’s family as 
they were unaware that he had been paroled. This was of great concern to me and steps have been taken to 
ensure that a similarly distressing incident is avoided in the future.  

The Department of Corrective Services is currently looking at the 108 prisoners serving either life or indefinite 
sentences, for which there is no victim on the register. When the register was first set up in September 2001, as 
many victims as possible were identified and informed, but not all could be found. This program will be 
expanded to locate victims of serious crimes committed before 2002, the perpetrators of which are still in prison. 
There are currently 215 such prisoners in custody, 107 of whom have been registered on the Victim Notification 
Register. Overall, there are currently 709 victims registered in relation to 605 offenders, and 1 569 people have 
applied to join the VNR since it opened in September 2001.  

Some victims may not be aware that the VNR operates to keep them informed about release dates and other 
issues relating to the prisoner. Joining the VNR is voluntary, and some victims do not want to receive 
information, but the Department of Corrective Services wants as many victims as possible to know that the 
register exists. It is also important for people to know that the register is open to victims of prisoners serving a 
range of sentences, and not only prisoners sentenced to life or Governor’s-pleasure terms. Victims of serious 
crimes committed since the VNR was established are contacted by the department and informed of the register 
soon after the perpetrator is sentenced. The register allows victims to receive information for as long as the 
perpetrator is under the supervision of the Department of Corrective Services, whether in custody or in the 
community. Information to be made available may include details about the offender’s sentence; escapes from 
custody and recapture; impending release dates, including parole; and the results of any appeals against 
sentences. There is no time limit on offences. Victims can join the register even if the crime committed against 
them was committed some time ago, provided the offender is still serving his sentence. The victim is the only 
person able to receive information from the register, but can nominate another person to receive the information 
on his or her behalf. 

Through the introduction of the VNR, victims and their families have been given the right to know about matters 
that directly affect their wellbeing. This knowledge may well be of help to victims in making informed choices 
about their future. I encourage all members to support this important initiative. 
 


